
  

Situation overview 

Parts of northern Somalia and areas along the Juba and 
Shabelle River basins in Somalia and in the Ethiopian 
Highlands have experienced heavy rains following the 
start of the Deyr rains on 7 October 2015. In southern and 
central Somalia, flash floods have been reported in 
Balcad, Buur Hakaba, Jowhar, Mahaday, Mataban, 
Mogadishu and Qansax Dheere. Further north, flash 
floods have been reported in Buuhoodle and Gaalkacyo 
districts.  

While flooding is recurrent during this time of the year in 
low-lying areas of Somalia, El Niño conditions have 
intensified in 2015 and are likely to lead to a wetter than 
normal Deyr season in parts of the country. At the same 
time, the El Niño phenomenon is likely to exacerbate 
drought conditions in Somaliland. The FAO-Managed 
Somalia Water and Land Information Management 
(SWALIM) predict an elevated risk for flooding in Somalia 
in the short term with more heavy rains expected within 
the Shabelle basin. Moderate rains are projected in the 
Juba basin towards the end of October.  

Humanitarian impact and needs: 

The overall number of people affected countrywide is yet 
to be ascertained. The El Niño conditions come amid an 
already fragile humanitarian situation, where about 3.2 
million people are in need of life-saving and livelihood 
support, while over 1.1 million people are internally 
displaced. 

As the water levels continue to rise along the Juba and Shabelle rivers, flash floods have affected thousands of 
people in the low lying areas of the southern and central parts of Somalia.  

In Banadir region, Bondheere, Hodan, Mogadishu and Wardigley districts are among the most affected areas so 
far and internally displaced people have been worst hit. An OCHA-led inter-cluster assessment mission on 19 
October found that flash floods destroyed makeshift shelters, latrines and swept away belongings for an estimated 
5,160 internally displaced people in Hodan and Wardhigley districts. Some of the IDPs living in low lying areas in 
and around Mogadishu have moved to less flood prone areas, mainly the outskirts of the city.   

In Bay region, 900 people were reportedly displaced to Qansax Dheere town in Bay region from surrounding 
villages. Commercial commodities including food and non-food items have also been destroyed by floods. Reports 
also indicate that Qansax Dheere town in Bay region also experienced floods. There are reports of about 4,500 
people from 10 villages in Buur Hakaba district in Bay region displaced to Buur Hakaba town following heavy rains 
which resulted in flash floods. Settlements of Bali-garas, Bali-giish and Xarufada in Caabudwaaq town in 
Galgaduud region, which are home to an estimated 7,000 internally displaced people, are likely to be affected as 
they are situated in low lying areas prone to flooding. 

In Lower Juba region, an estimated 6,000 people have been displaced in Jamame and Jilib districts. Jamame 
district remain inaccessible to humanitarian organizations. In Middle Shabelle region, flash floods have affected an 
estimated 28,000 people, mostly in districts of Balcad, Jowhar and Mahaday, according to SWALIM. The newly 
displaced people reported that floods destroyed their personal belongings, including shelter and silos. Movement in 
and out of the town is difficult as roads have become impassable.  

In Gedo region, community leaders reported that some 1,800 people were displaced in Ceel Cadde, Garbahaarey 
district. The floods also destroyed shallow wells and 200 pit latrines. In Hiraan region, flash floods have also 
affected road infrastructure in Belet Weyne district. Reports indicate that the road connecting Belet Weyne to 
Gaalkacyo is about to be cut off and the runway at the Belet Weyne airport has also been affected.  
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In Mudug region, a mission by humanitarian partners including local authorities confirmed that floods have 
affected Gaalkacyo market, hospital, internally displaced persons settlements and three schools. In Togdheer 
region, Somaliland, heavy rains have destroyed shelter and affected about 9,840 people in Buhoodle district.  

Humanitarian response and coordination: 

Humanitarian partners on the ground are stepping up efforts to support communities in affected areas. The 
immediate humanitarian response to floods is largely community-based, with a particular focus on community-
based clearing of drainage systems and raising awareness of further risks. Host communities are also generously 
taking in those displaced by flooding in a number of areas. Protection efforts include a particular focus on internally 
displaced given that many of the existing IDP settlements are located in areas prone to flooding, with shelters 
providing insufficient protection against heavy rains and winds. Strengthening of weak spots in river banks, low 
embankments and breakages in the Juba and Shabelle rivers are also ongoing. Flood mitigation measures 
including awareness raising and dissemination of weather and river level monitoring information are ongoing 
alongside strengthening local authorities and community leadership local response capacity. In Mogadishu, local 
authorities in the Banadir Regional Administration are already using trucks to drain water from flooded areas. In 
Gaalkacyo, local authorities have appealed for assistance such as mosquito spray, chlorine and equipment to 
pump out stagnant waters. 

Humanitarian partners have also stepped up efforts to mitigate the impact of the El Niño phenomenon by pre-
positioning stocks and boats. Life-saving supplies such as food for 125,000 people, hygiene and sanitation kits for 
210,000 people, health and medical supplies have been pre-positioned in priority areas most likely to be affected 
by flooding. Partners have already procured and distributed collapsible water tanks to safeguard drinking water for 
animals and humans. These water tanks have been placed in the flood-prone areas in southern and central 
Somalia as well as in areas experiencing drought conditions in northern Somalia.  

Humanitarian preparedness and response is guided by the Inter-Contingency Plan for El Niño developed by 
humanitarian partners in consultation with authorities in August and September. On the basis of analysis of flood 
prone areas developed by SWALIM, partners have projected that up to 500,000 to 900,000 people could be 
affected by the El Niño phenomenon. Of these, between 500,000 to 670,000 people could require life-saving 
assistance. Inter-agency taskforces have been established at local level in a number of areas to support and 
strengthen coordination and response efforts. When launching the inter-agency contingency plan on 1 October, 
humanitarian partners requested $30 million to strengthen preparedness and kick start the initial life-saving 
response. 

 

*** 

The next Flash Update on the humanitarian impact of the rains in Somalia will be issued as soon as more information is 
available. For more information, contact: Tapiwa Gomo Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. (+254) 731043197 

 
 


